Empress of Russia's Attack

Kleinitz, 29th September, 1909.

There are still those who believe in. the Emperor's great
intelligence, but I changed my opinion on that score a long
while ago. At first he dazzled us, his speech was brilliant,
his good intentions evident, his desire to do well unques-
tioned, but it has become only too apparent that he gives
himself no time to grasp anything properly, that he mistakes
agitation for activity, and in spite of his display of autocracy
that no-one can be more easily influenced than he, when he
is being amused by vulgar German puns and expressions which
are often unworthy of his notice. It's an extraordinary thing
to say, but the Empress, whose intelligence is as poor as it's
restricted, now exerts an enormous influence on her august
spouse. The story of Mass in German certainly originated
with her and.the bigoted Protestant Party who are behind
her. The Emperor without going into things at all or con-
sidering the matter seized upon this idea which fitted in so
well with his ever-growing desire to place Germany above
everything, even Catholicism. This was not the action of
an intelligent or farsighted/man and lessens my admiration.
Though this doesn't in any way shake my belief in his good-
ness of heart, I've hafi too many proofs not to believe in that,
I no longer have the same faith in his intellectual powers.

I am dreading the resumption of Parliamentary activities.

They say that the Empress of Russia has become quite
mad. The latest attack took place in Livadia some days ago.
Specialist were promptly sent for from St. Petersburg and
there is a question of getting others from abroad, and whether
they m^iy not have to shut her up.

Kleinitz, jth October, 1909.

They say in the papers that our new Chancellor is going
to Rome in November as Bulow will be there then and he
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